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eLearning as an alternative:

Source: CAE (Innovative Learning Solutions (2019):

Advantages of eLearning for language teachers.




The 1997-2000 elLearning boom

Cost reduction through:
* Increased automation of development and
delivery processes
* Reduced marginal costs
 Removal of travel and accommodation

* Mass customization / personalization

(Remote delivery)

Source: OECD (2005): E-learning in Tertiary Education.
Where do we stand?
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Ss enrolled in Higher- ~ Ssenrolled in virtual
education programs programs

708%

2,351,487

2,5%

2,293,550

37% 551%

1,674,420 9,758




Source: Forbes.com TJ McCue: E Learning Climbing to $325
Billion By 2025 UF Canvas Absorb Schoology Moodle




SABER Exams

High-stakes examinations

Primary High-school Higher-education
(Saber 3 and 5% grades) (Saber 9th and 11th grades) (Saber Pro)

Natural and social
sciences
First language
Psychological and social ! .
y & — Vocational skills
features

Content-based knowledge




SABER Pro 75% of credits
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Amount of students who sat the Saber Pro from 2016 to 2018 by educational modality
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Possible causes
for low
performance



Perception?



eLearning has been perceived as:

A poor education for poor people



Student : Teacher
ratio

Average time per
student a day

1 hour 07
1 hour 02
40 minutes
12 minutes
10 minutes
8 minutes
7 minutes

2 minutes

University Country

University of British Columbia Canada
Kyoto University Japan

Zurich University Switzerland

Open University UK
University of California, LA (UCLA) USA

ern-Universitat Germany
Open Polytechnic of New Zealand New Zealand

Virtual University Tec de Monterrey Mexico

Source: OECD (2005): E-learning in Tertiary Education.
Where do we stand?



Lack of funding?



The washback from the eLearning boom

Cost increased through:
* High cost of software development
* High demand on face-to-face tutorial support
* Negative correlation between higher enrolments
and the quality of the student experience

(The major impact has been on-campus as a
supplement to classroom activities)

Source: OECD (2005): E-learning in Tertiary Education.

Where do we stand?



Infrastructure?
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Teachers?
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OpenAl revealed a tool that can write

cohesive paragraphs of text given minimal human prompting. They call it

“deepfakes for text,” referencing the technology that can be used to replace

one person’s face over another in a video. As the Guardian explained, “the Al
system 1s fed text, anything from a few words to a whole page, and asked to
write the next few sentences based on its predictions of what should come

next.”

The Guardian used the technology—it’s called GPT2, and OpenAlI has not
released it in full due to concerns about deceptive use “at scale”—to write an
entire story aboutitself-Fhe paper gave the program-two.paragraphs to begin
with: Much like the faces generated by GANs, the story GPT2 wrote 1s Tteatly
indistinguishable from a human version. GPT2 even fabricated quotes from its

own creators (it did the same thing when the Guardian fed it the beginning of

a piece-on Brexit—it created fake quotes from UK Labour leader Jeremny Credits: Medium
Corporation, 2019

Corbyn).
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Final thoughts




Is virtual learning a tangible, feasible, real option to improve
the coverage and quality of Higher-education in Latin America?

Latin American countries would Some research in the field _
. ! The profile of students:
need to: has shown that:
- Improve their Online students did Online students are in
infrastructure (provision of substantially worse general:
minimal basic commodities than students in the - older
and services) same face-to-face - more likely to work
- Trained teachers, course: They earned full-time
acknowledging their work lower grades, were less - and more likely to
(equal working conditions) likely to succeed in be a single parent
- Implement at the basic subsequent courses, than those on face-
levels of instruction and more likely to drop to-face classes.
strategies that foster out.

autonomous learning and
critical thinking

Sources: https: ings. who-should-take-online-courses

The New York Times (2018): Online courses are harming the students who
need the most help. Economics section: Susan Dynarski



https://brookings.edu/research/who-should-take-online-courses/

Not all hope is lost...



2. Rosario 197,20

3. Sabana 197,19

4 Universidad del Norte 1937
5. Javerianal93 64

6. EAFIT 195 44

¥, Universidad ICESI 192,39
8. Nacional — Bogota 189,43
9. Externado 186,99

10. EAN 18227

- USTA — Bogota 165,10
8. UUSTA — Bucaramanga 139 64
9 USTA — Medellin 159,47
38. USTA — Villavicencio 154,71
41. USTA — Tunja 151,79

|
62. USTA - DUAD 140,85
69. UNAD 135,67 100% virtual programs
74 Uniminuto (Virtual) 131,65

Grafico 28. Ranking de Umiversidades conforme a los resultados del modulo de ingles del Saber Pro
2018
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Grafico 37. Mejores programas académicos de la USTA en el Modulo de Inglés del Saber

Pro: 2018
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