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Short audio dictation
Introduction

This activity uses the Vocaroo https://vocaroo.com/ tool that Joe presented in his talk. 

In this activity, the students use the tool to listen to a recording. As they listen, they 
write what they hear. Once they have written down the text, they then record their own 
version of it and return the recording to the teacher for feedback and evaluation.

This activity can be done in the classroom, a computer room or can be set as 
homework.

This activity will work with any level, but you will need to select a text that is appropriate 
for the level of your students. 

Webinar reference:  23:14 - 24:17 

Level: A1 +

Time: 20 - 30 minutes, depending on the length of the text.

Tech tip

Vocaroo https://vocaroo.com/ is a very simple to use free tool for recording audio. 
Vocaroo works in the web browser on desktop or mobile devices. Once recorded, the 
audio files can be downloaded or shared using a QR code or link. The site is free to use 
and doesn’t require registration.
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Preparation:

Choose a short text. This could be a text from your course book, a short poem, or 
a text from the internet.

Use Vocaroo https://vocaroo.com/ to make a recording of yourself reading the text. 

Copy the link to the recording so that you can share it with students during the lesson. 

You could also download a copy if you want to save it to use again.

Part 1

Tell the students that you are going to play a recording for them.

Ask the students to listen and try to write down what they hear. 

Tell them you will play the text a number of times, so they don’t need to worry about 
getting everything right the first time.

Play the recording to the end.

Now play it again and pause the recording after each sentence or chunk to give 
students time to write.

Put the students in pairs and ask them to compare their texts and help each other.

Play the recording again.

Give the students another opportunity to compare their texts.

Procedure: 

Aims: 

To develop students’ listening and speaking skills

To identify any pronunciation problems
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Part 2

Give the students a link to Vocaroo: https://vocaroo.com/.

Ask the students to record themselves reading the text. Note: You may need to 
demonstrate how to do this.

Once the students have made a recording they like, ask them to send a link of their 
recording to you.

Part 3

Listen to your students’ recordings.

Make notes of any errors in pronunciation.

Record a short message for each student with encouragement and model some 
of the words they were finding difficult.

Variation

Send the students a link to the recording and ask them to listen and write down what 
they hear.

Tell them that once they have written down the text, they should make their own 
recording of the text and send it back to you.

Listen to their recording of the text and make notes.

Record a short message for each student with encouragement and model some of 
the words they were finding difficult.

Send the recordings to the students.

Notes:
If you have a lot of students, you can look for common pronunciation problems and 
send one recording to all the students.

Additional resources: 

A guide to Vocaroo voice recorder

This is a very short video tutorial showing you how to use Vocaroo.
https://youtu.be/OBLhq_l-TN4
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Stop, go back dictation 
This is a dictation activity which pushes students to make sense of the language 
they hear by writing it down as accurately as possible. Different to traditional 
dictations, the learners themselves control the dictation, with learners asking the 
teacher to stop and go back as many times as they want.

Using dictation
In this article, Amy Lightfoot examines the benefits and problems associated 
with dictation, as well as exploring some variations on the traditional approach. 
Dictation doesn't work for everything or for everyone, but by looking again 
at this traditional method, we can add to our classroom techniques a touch of 
the familiar with a little innovation.
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/using-dictation

Drawing dictation 

This lesson is for teenagers or young adults with a language 
level of A2-B2 and focuses on using prepositions of place 
to describe and draw a picture.
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/drawing-dictation

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/stop-go-back-dictation 

Mutual dictation

This is a pair work activity that works well with learners of all ages. It is especially 
appropriate for low level learners. The aim of a mutual dictation is for pairs of 
students to dictate information to each other to get a complete text. When 
students have got the complete text, they need to do something with it, such as 
solve a riddle or answer true/false questions.
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/mutual-dictation 


