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• 40th anniversary of the British Council in China (including arts and culture, 
English language, education and civil society)

• We operate as the Cultural and Education Section of the British 
Embassy/Consulate-General in Beijing , Shanghai, Guangzhou and 
Chongqing. 

• Our Exams and Assessment Research work and English Centres across 
China operate as Wholly Foreign Owned Enterprises.

British Council in China



The China’s Standards of English Language Ability, is intended to provide a 
set of transparent and consistent standards of English proficiency to enhance 
the communication between English teaching, learning and assessment, and 
to enrich the existing body of language proficiency scales for alignment 
initiatives on a global basis in the future.

❖ A multi-level descriptive framework of English language ability

❖ A common reference for learning, teaching and assessment

CSE’s major components
❖ used-oriented theoretical framework 
❖ multi-tiered descriptive scheme
❖ 9 proficiency levels
❖ 86 scales
❖ more than 3000 descriptors

What is CSE
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Linking UK English Tests to CSE



Examinee-centered test data approach

1. Recruiting participants

• Sampling principles 

• Sampling procedures

• Sampling statistics

Stakeholder Engagement



Examinee-centered test data approach
2. Training teachers
• Purpose
• Training content
• Implementation
• On-site training and data collection
• Online training and data collection
• Quality control measures
• Data collecting outcome 

Stakeholder Engagement



April. 2018 – Onsite training in Beijing

April. 2018 – Onsite training in Daqing

March. 2018 – Onsite training in Nanjing

April. 2018 – Onsite training in Shanghai



UK English Exams – CSE Linking Study
Rating Form for Teacher Judgements

Dear teacher,
Please fill in the following information as required. The information will only be used for data analysis. It will not be leaked out, 
nor will it have any impact on schools and participants. Your support for the national project is greatly appreciated. Thank you.
Part 1 ABOUT YOU
You school is _____________________________, in __________city, __________province/municipality.
Your gender is ____________________.
A. Male B. Female
What is your first language?
A. Chinese B. English
C. Others (Please specify) ____________________.
Your nationality is ____________________.
What is your age?
A. < 25 B. 25-30
C. 31-35 D. 36-40
E. 41-45 F. 46-50 G. >=50
Including this year, how many years have you been teaching English?
A. =< 5 years B. 6-10 years C. 11-15 years
D. 16-20 years E. >=20 years
What is your highest degree?
A. Junior college degree or below. B. College degree.
C. Master’s degree. D. PhD.

Stakeholder Engagement
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Implication and follow-ups

• Impact study

• Joint Research Grant Scheme

• Joint CSE Teacher Workshop



Questions & Comments

THANK YOU

Burtonjd@msu.edu

Shuang.wang@britishcouncil.org.cn

mailto:Burtonjd@msu.edu
mailto:Shuang.wang@britishcouncil.org.cn


Reference:
https://www.britishcouncil.cn/en/cse/about-new

http://cse.neea.edu.cn/html1/folder/1505/244-1.htm

http://cse.neea.edu.cn/html1/folder/1505/244-1.htm
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